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GATHERING 

Prelude 
 

Welcome to Worship  
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, source of hope in every 

nation, rest for the weary, glory and peace to the ends of the earth. 

Amen.  

Let us bring every burden to God.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

God of all mercy, we have sinned against you, our neighbors, and 

your creation. Within ourselves and our communities,  

our desire to do what is good is at war with the evil that dwells in 

us. We lament the evil that holds us captive.  

We repent of the evil we have done, and the evil done on our 

behalf. Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us for lives of 

compassion and courage through our Savior Jesus Christ.  

Amen.  

All-merciful, Almighty God forgive you all your sins 

through the grace of ☩ Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit’s power  

strengthen you in doing what is good.  

Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: O Beautiful for Spacious Skies                     #888 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  
 

Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day  
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us 

for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. 

Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and 

serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 
 

Children’s Sermon                                              Avery Johnson 
 

Special Music: One Sweetly Solemn Thought  Cary/Ambrose 
Edward Ferran, Tenor; Accompanist Alissa Cox 

Des Moines Metro Opera 
 

First Reading:                                                         Zechariah 9:9-12 
 9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 

  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

 See, your king comes to you; 

  triumphant and victorious is he, 

 humble and riding on a donkey, 

  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

  and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

  and he shall command peace to the nations; 

 his dominion shall be from sea to sea 

  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with    

    you, 

  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 

 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
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Second Reading:                                                   Romans 7:15-25a 
15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, 

but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I 

agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I who do it but 

sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that the good does not dwell 

within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies 

close at hand, but not the ability. 19 For I do not do the good I want, 

but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not 

want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 

  21 So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil 

lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost 

self, 23 but I see in my members another law at war with the law of 

my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my 

members. 24 Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from 

this body of death? 25a Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our 

Lord! 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

Gospel Reading:                                           Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the eleventh chapter. Glory 

to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare this 

generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling 

to one another, 
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 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has 

a demon’; 19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 

‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 

sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

    25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven 

and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and 

the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for 

such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to 

me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and 

no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the 

Son chooses to reveal him. 

  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and 

learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 

light.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon                                                                          Yoked to Jesus                                                 
 

Sermon Hymn: This Is My Song                                                #887 
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10 

Prayers of Intercession 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love, let us pray for the church, the nations, 

and all of creation. 
 

Gathering God, send your Spirit on your church, called out from every 

nation. Knit us together into one body and heal the divisions we have 

caused. Remind us that, yoked to Jesus, we will accomplish your will 

and share your love in all we say and do. God of grace, hear our 

prayer. 
 

Creating God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from the Atlantic to 

the western islands, these lands and waters have sustained its peoples 

over many centuries. As we take our part in creation’s praise, renew 

our wonder at what you have made, and show us how to be faithful 

stewards. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Healing God, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of 

unity in your own divine life. We come from many nations with many 

languages; make us a united people that delights in our many different 

gifts. As the United States of America marks its declaration of 

independence, give those whom we have entrusted with authority the 

spirit of wisdom, and curb every abuse of that trust, so that both here 

and abroad, justice, humility, and peace may flourish. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Saving God. Extend your arms to all who are tired, who live with 

poverty, the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe free. Embrace 

people seeking refuge; those incarcerated, detained, or disappeared; 

and neighbors who may fear those they once trusted. Give healing and 

hope to people in any oppression and need, especially these we name 

before you now, Caden, Monica, Angie, the family of Brad, Julianna, 

Jane, Erica, Pam, Donita, Jennie, and Arlen. God of grace, hear our 

prayer. 
 

We remember before you those who have died in every generation: 

including those who have died ensuring the freedoms of this country: 
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people in the armed services, peace officers, advocates, and activists. 

Gather us, together with those who have gone before us, and with 

saints of every tribe and nation, into the holy city you have prepared. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our 

cares, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

MEAL 
Offertory: Gonna Be a Great Day                  -arranged by Joseph Martin 
 

As a response to God's goodness, Christians offer their gifts and their very 

lives to God. Your offering may be placed in the plates as they are passed by 

the ushers, or you may support the ongoing ministry of Redeemer by making 

your offering electronically, online from our website or through our Simply 

Giving program 
 

Offering Prayer 
Blessed are you, O God,  

for waves of grain and harvesters,  

fruitful vines and winepresses,  

for our labor and our rest,  

for the gifts of your hand in this land.  

Transform us and what we offer  

into the banquet of your compassion,  

serving your love without limits  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

Amen 
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Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give God 

thanks and praise. 
 

Preface 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave,  

and by his glorious resurrection  

opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

With the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Sanctus:  
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Eucharistic Prayer 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 

await his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and 

blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
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Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen 
 

Communion  
All are welcome at the Lord’s table.  We believe Jesus is truly present in 

the bread and the wine, and we invite all to partake of God’s grace and 

forgiveness through Jesus’ body and blood.  If gluten-free bread is needed, 

please ask the server.  White grape juice is available in the center rings of the 

tray.  Please come forward at the direction of the usher. Children who are not 

yet communing may come forward for a blessing. 
 

Lamb of God 
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Bread of Life from Heaven                                                              #474 
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Here I Am, Lord                                                                             #574 
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Prayer after Communion 

We thank you, God of heaven and earth,  

that you fill our deepest need  

with the very gift of Jesus Christ,  

broken and poured out for us.  

Pour us out into a broken world.  

Channel our common life  

toward the common good,  

following the way our Savior leads us  

now and forever. 

Amen. 

SENDING 
Announcements 
 

Benediction 
The Author of life,  

the Word of salvation,  

the Breath of new birth, 

☩ one God, bless you  

and equip you for living and serving,  

today and every day.  

Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn:                                                  Congregational Choice 
 

Affirmation of Christian Vocation in Civic Life  
Dear People of God, you are chosen and named as God’s beloved. You 

have received the gift of Christian vocation, a holy calling lived out in 

various dimensions of your life, your relationships and communities, 

your work and your rest.  
 

Daily and richly we live in the promises of holy baptism, sustained by 

grace to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for 

others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace.  
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I ask you, therefore:  

Will you endeavor to pattern your life on Jesus Christ,  

in gratitude to God and in service to others?  

I will, and I ask God to help me.  

Will you strive to pursue the common good in public life,  

nurturing mutual care among neighbors near and far?  

I will, and I ask God to help me.  

Will you pledge to bear witness in word and action,  

commending what is true and right,  

renouncing what is unjust and harmful,  

and working to mend what is flawed?  

I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

Sovereign God, your Son Jesus lived within the structures of society 

even as he spoke truth to those in power and challenged systems of 

oppression. Give to your servant’s courage, patience, and vision in 

their commitment to serve in Christ’s name. Empower us all in our 

Christian vocation to be courageous disciples and responsible citizens. 

Grant that our life in the public realm be grounded in love for our 

neighbors, care for the most vulnerable, and respect for the common 

life we share, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  

Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Portions of the service are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #25062. Scripture readings from New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, 

copyright 2024, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. @2003, ABC Music Co., All rights reserved. ONE LICENSE, License #A-73193. 
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Worship Support: 

Accompanist: Jami McLeod 

Sextet Singers:  Katherine Bendon, Julia Hagen, Jan Hereid, Diane 

Marshall, Teresa McDonough, and Pastor Lisa Parker. Directed by 

Gayla Tighe  

Greeters: Denise Pfaff and Sandi Baier 

Ushers: Lyle Vandenberg and Dean Scheffert 

Reader:  Anne Borlaug 

Communion Assistants: Reva Harris, Gerald and Barb Knoll 

Audio/Visual: Rod Hanze 
 

 

 

 

 


