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GATHERING 

Prelude 
 

Welcome to Worship  
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Water is poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 

You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of 

creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for 

the waters that nourish us, Lake Aquabi, the South, Middle and 

North Rivers, the Des Moines River and the Jordan Aquifer. Blessed 

are you. You guide us to springs of 

the water of life. 

 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on 

our journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and 

resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and 

sorrow. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of 

life. 

 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 

Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. 

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for 

making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving 

you honor and praise, now and forever. Amen. 
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   Gathering Hymn: Come, Thou Almighty King                       #408 

      
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  
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Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day             
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in 

heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all 

your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth 

and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Children’s Sermon                                       Pastor Lisa  
 

WORD 
First Reading:                                                          Acts 17:22-31 

22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see 

how extremely spiritual you are in every way. 23 For as I went 

through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, 

I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown 

god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 

you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is 

Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 

hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 

anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and 

all things. 26 From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the 

whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the 

boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they 

would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find 

him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him 

we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own 

poets have said, 

 ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’ 
29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the 

deity is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and 

imagination of mortals. 30 While God has overlooked the times of 
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human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to 

repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the 

world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, 

and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 

dead.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 

Second Reading:                                                         1 Peter 3:13-22 
13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is 

good? 14 But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are 

blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be 

intimidated, 15 but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be 

ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an 

accounting for the hope that is in you, 16 yet do it with gentleness 

and respect. Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are 

maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ 

may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if 

suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18 For 

Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in 

the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which also he went and 

made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20 who in former times 

did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, 

during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, 

were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, 

now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an 

appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 

God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation 

 

Gospel Reading:                                                    John 14:15-21 
The Holy Gospel according to John, the fourteenth chapter.  

Glory to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of 

truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him 

nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he 

will be in you. 

  18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little 

while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because 

I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in 

my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my 

commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those 

who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and 

reveal myself to them.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ 
 

 

Sermon                                                                     I Will Love Them 
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Sermon Hymn: Day by Day                                                       #790 
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Nicene Creed   

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped  

   and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.   
 

Prayers of Intercession 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem 

our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

God of new life, you call us to be in relationship with you and one 

another. Show us how to love one another as you have loved us.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and 

young animals, provide unpolluted habitats and clean water, and 

make us stewards for the environment.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and 

equity among judges and lawyers, gentleness and courage among 

first responders, and peace among leaders of countries and nations. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, 

shelter any who are unhoused, feed those undernourished, and 

accompany and console all who are lonely, bereaved, anxious, or ill 

especially Caden, Monica, Cecil, Angie, Brad, Julianna, Bonnie, Jean, 

Jane, Erica, Pam, and Donita. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

You have blessed us with love, life and relationships. We thank you 

for all those you have called to the role of motherhood. May your 

love provide a foundation for the love they offer their children, 

grandchildren and all those they care for. We thank you for all who 

provide motherly love. Be present with those who struggle to 

conceive, those who have lost children, and those children who have 

lost their mothers. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by 

the example of the faithful departed, who held fast to your promises 

of life, forgiveness of sins, and salvation.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the 

good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 

risen Savior. Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you 

 

MEAL 
Offertory:  
As a response to God's goodness, Christians offer their gifts and their very 

lives to God. Your offering may be placed in the plates as they are passed by 

the ushers, or you may support the ongoing ministry of Redeemer by making 
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your offering electronically, online from our website or through our Simply 

Giving program 
 

 

 

Offering Prayer 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you 

glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 

when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body 

and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and 

bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
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Preface 
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Sanctus:  

 
 

Eucharist Prayer 

O God most mighty, 

O God most merciful, 

O God our rock and our salvation, 

hear us as we praise, 

call us to your table, 

grant us your life. 
 

When the earth was a formless void, 

you formed order and beauty. 

When Abraham and Sarah were barren, 

you sent them a child; 

When the Israelites were enslaved, 

you led them to freedom. 

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, 

and the psalmists cried out for healing, 

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. 
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You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 

He was born among the poor, 

he lived under oppression, 

he wept over the city. 

With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. Amen. 

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. Amen. 

Trusting his presence in every time and place,  

we plead Amen. Amen. 
 

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 
 

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 

O God our strength and our song, 

you show us a vision of a tree of life 

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 
 

Grant us such life, 

the life of the Father to the Son, 

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 

life in you, now and forever. Amen. 



16 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen 

 

Communion  
All are welcome at the Lord’s table.  We believe Jesus is truly present in 

the bread and the wine, and we invite all to partake of God’s grace and 

forgiveness through Jesus’ body and blood.  If gluten-free bread is needed, 

please ask the server.  White grape juice is available in the center rings of the 

tray.  Please come forward at the direction of the usher. Children who are not 

yet communing may come forward for a blessing. 
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Lamb of God 
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Children of the Heavenly Father                                                  #781 
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I Received the Living God                                                           #477 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to 

anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the 

nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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SENDING 
Announcements/Temple Talk 

  

Benediction 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
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Sending Hymn: Open Your Ears, O Faithful People                 #519 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude:  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Portions of the service are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #25062. Scripture readings from New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, 

copyright 2024, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. @2003, ABC Music Co., All rights reserved. ONE LICENSE, License #A-73193. 

 

Worship Support: 

Accompanist: Jami McLeod 

Singers: Liam M., Mark, Sara & Davis W. 

Greeters: Brian and Kathy Phelan 

Ushers: Kyle and Violet A. 

Reader:  Beth Coffey  

Communion Assistants: Mike Baethke, Troy and Karri Becker 

Audio/Visual: Gary Borlaug, David Hotchkiss    

Acolyte: Delia T. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


