
 

 

 

 
 

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Fourth Sunday in Easter  
Sunday, April 26, 2026 



2 

GATHERING 

Prelude 
 

Welcome to Worship  
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Water is poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 

You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of 

creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for 

the waters that nourish us, Lake Aquabi, the South, Middle and 

North Rivers, the Des Moines River and the Jordan Aquifer. Blessed 

are you. You guide us to springs of 

the water of life. 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on 

our journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and 

resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and 

sorrow. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of 

life. 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 

Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. 

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for 

making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving 

you honor and praise, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing        #807   

    
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  
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Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day             
O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to 

safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that 

we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared 

in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 



6 

Children’s Sermon                                Pastor Lisa    
 

WORD 
First Reading:                                          Acts 2: 42-47 

42 [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

  43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were 

being done through the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and 

had all things in common; 

 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 

proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much 

time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their 

food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the 

goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their 

number those who were being saved. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 

Second Reading:                                                        1 Peter 2: 19-25 
19 It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures 

pain while suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for 

doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do good 

and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. 21 For to this 

you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 

an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 

 22 “He committed no sin, 

  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he 

did not threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges 

justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, 

having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds 

you have been healed. 25 For you were going astray like sheep, but now 

you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

Gospel Reading:                                                    John 10: 1-10 
The Holy Gospel according to John, the tenth chapter.  

Glory to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said:] 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the 

sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a 

bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 

sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his 

voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he 

has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep 

follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a 

stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the 

voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but 

they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

  7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate 

for the sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but 

the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by 

me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The 

thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may 

have life and have it abundantly.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ 
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Sermon          Abundant Life 

 

    Sermon Hymn: Have No Fear, Little Flock                    #764 

 
 

Nicene Creed   
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 
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of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped  

   and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.                                

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem 

our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

 

Shepherding God, help us to hear your voice among all those that 

clamor for our attention—so that we might follow where you lead—

assured that your way leads to abundant life.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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Creator God, help us to revere and protect the wonders of your 

creation—keeping this beautiful planet so that it will be a place of 

hope and healing for generations to follow.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice 

and advocate for human rights. Bring an end to oppression and 

work your peace in the hearts of all your people. We especially pray 

for peace in the Middle East and between Russia and Ukraine.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those 

who are ill or injured especially Caden, Monica, Cecil, Angie, Brad, 

Julianna, Bonnie, Jean, Jane, Erica, Pam, Gayla, Emma and Dorothy. 

Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and 

form us into a community where all are honored and cared for.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and 

now dwell in your love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our 

heavenly home.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the 

good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 

risen Savior. Amen.. 

 

Sharing of the Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you 
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MEAL 
Offertory 
As a response to God's goodness, Christians offer their gifts and their very 

lives to God. Your offering may be placed in the plates as they are passed by 

the ushers, or you may support the ongoing ministry of Redeemer by making 

your offering electronically, online from our website or through our Simply 

Giving program 
 

Offering Prayer 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you 

glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 

when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body 

and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and 

bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give God 

thanks and praise. 
 

Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus:  

 
Eucharist Prayer 

O God most mighty, 

O God most merciful, 

O God our rock and our salvation, 

hear us as we praise, 

call us to your table, 

grant us your life. 
 

When the earth was a formless void, 

you formed order and beauty. 

When Abraham and Sarah were barren, 

you sent them a child; 

When the Israelites were enslaved, 

you led them to freedom. 

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, 

and the psalmists cried out for healing, 

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. 
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You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 

He was born among the poor, 

he lived under oppression, 

he wept over the city. 

With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. Amen. 

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. Amen. 

Trusting his presence in every time and place,  

we plead Amen. Amen. 
 

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 
 

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 

O God our strength and our song, 

you show us a vision of a tree of life 

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 
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Grant us such life, 

the life of the Father to the Son, 

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 

life in you, now and forever. 

Amen. 
  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen 

 

Communion and Healing  
All are welcome at the Lord’s table.  We believe Jesus is truly present in 

the bread and the wine, and we invite all to partake of God’s grace and 

forgiveness through Jesus’ body and blood.  If gluten-free bread is needed, 

please ask the server.  White grape juice is available in the center rings of the 

tray.  Please come forward at the direction of the usher. Children who are not 

yet communing may come forward for a blessing. 
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Lamb of God 

 

Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us                                          #789 
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O Bread of Life from Heaven                                  #480 
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Prayer after Communion 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to 

anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the 

nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

SENDING  
Announcements  

Benediction 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn: Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing                  #544 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Portions of the service are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #25062. Scripture readings from New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, 

copyright 2024, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. @2003, ABC Music Co., All rights reserved. ONE LICENSE, License #A-73193. 
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Accompanist: Jami McLeod 

Singers: Mark, Sara, and Davis Wickham 

Greeters: Jon & Kristi Pirtle 

Ushers: Bill Bunger, Paula Schultz  

Reader:  Beth Coffey  

Communion Assistants: Liz Grimsbo, Jessica Hotchkiss, Lou Ann 

Putney  

Audio/Visual: Rod Hanze, Gary Borlaug, David Hotchkiss    

Acolyte: Joie Gorder  
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