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Prelude: Prelude             by John Blow 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the 

Lamb! Amen. 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Water is poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 

You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of 

creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for 

the waters that nourish us, Lake Ahquabi, the South, Middle and 

North Rivers, the Des Moines River and the Jordan Aquifer. Blessed 

are you.  

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on 

our journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and 

resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed 

are you.  

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 

Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. 

Blessed are you.  

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for 

making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving 

you honor and praise, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Processional Hymn: Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                      #365 
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Greeting 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for 

our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us 

from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we 

may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Children’s Sermon           Kari Borlaug 

 

Senior Choir: Easter Jubilation                          by Michael Barrett 
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First Reading              Acts 10:34-43 
34 Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God 

shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and 

does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he 

sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 

Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 

Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed 

Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 

about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 

for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in 

Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 

tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 

appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 

witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 

dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 

he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 

dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading      Colossians 3: 1-4 
1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  2 Set your minds on 

the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, 3 for 

you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When 

Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed 

with him in glory. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation:  

 

Gospel  Matthew 28: 1-10 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And 

suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, 

descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on 

it. 3 His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as 

snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 

men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I 

know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not 

here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where 

he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised 

from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there 

you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the 

tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his 

disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And 

they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then 

Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and 

sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”  

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon       Surprised by Joy 
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Hymn of the Day: Christ Is Risen, Alleluia!                         #382 
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Nicene Creed   
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped  

   and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for 

the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of 

everlasting life. Dispel our doubts and fears and renew our faith and 

hope in you. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over 

death. May all the earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’ 

resurrection, and may we be faithful stewards of all you have made. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice 

and truth. Where violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, 

pour out your holy and life-giving Spirit to transform and redeem. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or 

feel lost and afraid. Draw near to those who are ill or in pain 

especially Caden, Monica, Angie, Brad, Julianna, Bonnie, the family 

of Laura Colon, Jean, Jane Erica, Gayla, Emma and the family of 

JoAnn Schweinefus. Reveal yourself to them as the Risen One. God 

of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through 

Christ’s resurrection. Bless this community, that we may boldly 

proclaim Christ’s victory over death in word and deed. God of 

grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in 

the joy of your resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending 

feast of your victory. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that 

you are always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the risen Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Offering/Offertory: Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise 

                                                                  arr. Catherine McMichael 
Your offering may be placed in the plates as they are passed by the ushers, or 

you may support the ongoing ministry of Redeemer by making your offering 

electronically, online from our website or through our Simply Giving 

program. 
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Offering Prayer 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you 

glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 

when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body 

and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and 

bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus 

 

Eucharist Prayer  
O God most mighty, 

O God most merciful, 

O God our rock and our salvation, 

hear us as we praise, 

call us to your table, 

grant us your life. 
 

When the earth was a formless void, 

you formed order and beauty. 

When Abraham and Sarah were barren, 

you sent them a child; 

When the Israelites were enslaved, 

you led them to freedom. 

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, 

and the psalmists cried out for healing, 

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. 
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You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 

He was born among the poor, 

he lived under oppression, 

he wept over the city. 

With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. Amen. 

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. Amen. 

Trusting his presence in every time and place,  

we plead Amen. Amen. 
 

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 
 

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 

O God our strength and our song, 

you show us a vision of a tree of life 

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 
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Grant us such life, 

the life of the Father to the Son, 

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 

life in you, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven,  

 hallowed be your name,  

 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

 as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial  

 and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours,  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Communion  
All are welcome at the Lord’s table.  We believe Jesus is truly present in 

the bread and the wine, and we invite all to partake of God’s grace and 

forgiveness through Jesus’ body and blood.  If gluten-free bread is needed, 

please ask the server.  White grape juice is available in the center rings of the 

tray.  Please come forward at the direction of the usher.  Children who are not 

yet communing may come forward for a blessing. 
 

Communion Music and Hymns: 

Special Music: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 

arr. Catherine McMichael 
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What Feast of Love      #487 
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We Come to the Hungry Feast     #479 
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Just as I Am, without One Plea     #592 
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Prayer after Communion 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to 

anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the 

nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 

Blessing 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Sending Hymn: I Know that My Redeemer Lives!     #619 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Postlude: Theme from Haydn's London Symphony arr. Forbes 
 

Portions of the service are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #25062. Scripture readings 

from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. @2003, 

ABC Music Co., All rights reserved. ONE LICENSE, License #A-73193. 

 

Worship Support: 
Accompanist:  Jami McLeod  

Senior Choir Director: Gayla Tighe 

Singers: Senior Choir  

Violin:  Katherine & Annabelle Bendon 

Greeters: Denise Pfaff, Shawna Boozell  

Reader: Greg Huyser  

Ushers: Joe Bendon, Keith Marshall & James Burgin  

Communion Assistants: Kari Borlaug, Eric & Connee Larsen, Rick 

& Jennie Dawson  

Acolytes: Avery Boozell & Davis Wickham  

Audio/Visual: Gary Borlaug, Rod Hanze, & David Hotchkiss 
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