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GATHERING 

Prelude: Be Thou my Vision               arr. by Jay Rouse 
 

Welcome to Worship  
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 

you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and 

humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 

unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn 

us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and 

serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 

you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 

hearts through faith. Amen. 
 

      

  



Gathering Hymn: Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery                    #334 

                                         Verses 1-3, Lent 4 

 



Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  
 

 Kyrie 
 

  



Prayer of the Day             

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your 

gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our 

hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Children’s Sermon                            Pastor Lisa 
 

WORD  
 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

 

Gospel Reading:                                          John 9: 1-41 
The Holy Gospel according to John, the ninth chapter.  

Glory to you, O Lord 
1 As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples 

asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 

blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was 

born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work 

the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no 

one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  
6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 

saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in 

the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and 

came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before 

as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 



 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone 

like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then 

how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus 

made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ 

Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, 

“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

  13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been 

blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened 

his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received 

his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and 

now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he 

does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a 

sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So they said again 

to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 

opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

  18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his 

sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his 

sight 19 and asked them,  

“Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now 

see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he 

was born blind, 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do 

we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for 

himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for 

the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the 

Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, 

“He is of age; ask him.” 24 So for the second time they called the man who 

had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that 

this man is a sinner.” 

 25 He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner.  

One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to 

him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He 

answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why 

do you want to hear it again?  



Do you also want to become his disciples?”  
28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples 

of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, 

we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an 

astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened 

my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen 

to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world 

began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born 

blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They 

answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach 

us?” And they drove him out. 

  35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he 

said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, 

sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have 

seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I 

believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for 

judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may 

become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and 

said to him,  

“Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, 

you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin 

remains.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ 
 

 

Sermon                                                         Seeing Is Believing?!    

 

  



Sermon Hymn: Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound        #779 

 



Presentation of New Members 

 Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, 

one with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome as new members into 

the life and ministry of this congregation. 
 

Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, 

whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You 

have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your 

Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your 

servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all 

whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 

Amen. 

Profession of Faith 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the 

faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of 

this world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from 

God? 

R: I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the  

 virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  

 crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended  into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 

he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life  

everlasting. Amen. 
 

Address and Questions 

 In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in 

the mission of God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to 

hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the 

good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people,  

following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all 

the earth. 

 Sisters and brothers in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant 

of your baptism, among God’s people and in this place? 

 R: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new 

members in their life in Christ? 

R: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

Welcome 

 Let us welcome these sisters and brothers in Christ to this community of 

faith. 

 We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give 

thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray 

for the world and its needs. 

A brief silence. 

God, our promise, remind us that you see us, for who we genuinely are. 

Help us to see others, especially those who need what we are able to give.  
 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 



God our provider, we cry out for this planet and the life it holds. Rescue 

endangered animals and plants, preserve threatened ecosystems, and 

save creatures from natural disasters.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God our sovereign, we plead for your peace on earth. Bring an end to 

war and violence, Especially in the Middle East. Protect non-combatants, 

give wisdom and compassion to leaders. Watch over member of our 

ministry.   

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God our healer, we call to you in our need. Uplift all who are made to 

feel unimportant, and transform the hearts of all struggling with bias and 

prejudice. Care for all in special need this Caden, Monica, Paul, Angie, 

Brad, Julianna, Bonnie, Laura, Jean, Nancy, Madalyn, Jane, Erica, Teresa, 

and the family of Chuck Taylor. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God our friend, we praise you for the diversity and variety of people 

among us. Awaken us to share and receive the gifts we each possess, and 

stir up a spirit of understanding, celebration, and welcome for all.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God our home, we thank you for all who have died and completed their 

baptismal journeys. Grant us faith to live until we too dwell in your 

house forever.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and 

salvation. 

Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you 

 

 



MEAL 
Offertory:  Amazing Grace                                           arr. by Joh Carter 
As a response to God's goodness, Christians offer their gifts and their very lives to 

God. Your offering may be placed in the plates as they are passed by the ushers, or 

you may support the ongoing ministry of Redeemer by making your offering 

electronically, online from our website or through our Simply Giving program 
 

Offering Prayer 
O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all 

creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth 

its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death 

and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We 

ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Preface 

 



Sanctus:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
  

O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. 

Send us forth, 

burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

With your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen 

Communion:  
All are welcome at the Lord’s table.  We believe Jesus is truly present in the 

bread and the wine, and we invite all to partake of God’s grace and forgiveness 

through Jesus’ body and blood.  If gluten-free bread is needed, please ask the server.  

White grape juice is available in the center rings of the tray.  Please come forward at 

the direction of the usher. Children who are not yet communing may come forward 

for a blessing. 

Lamb of God 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  Shepherd Me, O God                                                        #780 

 



I Come with Joy                                                #482 

 

Prayer after Communion 

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our 

souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through 

the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the 

world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 



SENDING  
Announcements  

Benediction 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into 

existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose 

breath sustains creation, ☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn: Be Thou My Vision                                                  #793 

 



Dismissal 
Go in Peace. Trust the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude: Fantasia                                                    by Johann Pachelbel 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Portions of the service are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #25062. Scripture readings from New Revised Standard Version 

Updated Edition Bible, copyright 2024, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. @2003, ABC Music Co., All rights reserved. ONE LICENSE, License #A-

73193. 

 

Worship Support: 
Accompanist: Jean Britsch    

Singers: Diane Marshall, Jan Hereid  

Greeters: Brian & Kathy Phelan  

Ushers: Keith Marshall, Dustin Miller   

Reader:  Anne Borlaug    

Communion Assistants: Connee & Eric Larsen, Brandon Weiland  

Audio/Visual: Philip Baughman, Gary Borlaug, Steve Hansen   

Acolyte: Joie G. 
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