Redeemer Lutheran Church
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 12, 2021
ELW Setting 8

______________________________________________
Masks are recommended for those who are not vaccinated. Some
seating continues to be available for those who prefer to maintain
physical distance.

GATHERING
Prelude: Foundation

- Roger Summers

Welcome to Worship
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose teaching is life,
whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless.
Amen.
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open
heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God our comforter:
like lost sheep, we have gone astray.
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.
Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help.
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
Amen.
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Gathering Hymn: Lift High the Cross

ELW#660

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Kyrie

verses 1 & 4
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Hymn of Praise
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. O God, through suffering and rejection you bring
forth our salvation, and by the glory of the cross you transform
our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from
the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Fishing for People

WORD
First Reading

Isaiah 50:4-9a

The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
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Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spi ing.
The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like ﬂint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading

James 3:1-12

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters,
for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater
strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes
no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in
check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make
them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships:
though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet
they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the
pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of
1
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great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small ﬁre! 6And the tongue is
a ﬁre. The tongue is placed among our members as a world of
iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on ﬁre the cycle of nature, and
is itself set on ﬁre by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of
reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the
human species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full
of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it
we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the
same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters,
this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same
opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a ﬁg tree, my brothers
and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine ﬁgs? No more can salt water
yield fresh.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel

Mark 8:27-38

The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the eighth chapter. Glory to
you, O Lord.
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea
Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say
that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others,
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But
who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the
Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about
him.
31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo
great suﬀering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and
the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said
all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are se ing your mind not on
divine things but on human things.”
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of
the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it proﬁt them to gain the
whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in
return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of
Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

The God We Follow
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Hymn of the Day: Will You Come and Follow Me
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Entry to Sunday School and Confirmation Milestone
People of God, in Christian love you presented these children for
Holy Baptism and on their behalf you promised to God:
to faithfully bring them to the services of God’s house,
to teach them the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed and the Ten
Commandments,
to place in their hands the Holy Scriptures, and to provide for their
instruction in the Christian faith.
Today you come before this community again, recommitting to your
promises. I ask you in the presence of the one who gave you these
sons and daughters and the responsibility of raising them in the
faith: do you renew your commitment to their baptismal promises?
R: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
Will you bring your children before God in prayer, praising and
thanking God for the good God has done in their lives and inviting
the Holy Spirit’s power to sustain them?
R: I promise to pray for our child every day.
The minister addresses the confirmation students.
On a day not so long ago your parents presented you to God and
spoke on your behalf. They loved you then, and they love you now.
Even on days when your relationships seem strained, they love you
so much that they would willingly lay down their lives for you.
On a day not far in the future as you are confirming your Christian
faith you will kneel here again and present yourself to God, making
promises of your own:
to continue to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear his Word and share in his supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word
and deed, to serve all people, following the example of our
Lord Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.
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Will you hold your parents in prayer, praising and thanking God for
the good that God has done in their lives, and inviting the Holy
Spirit’s power to sustain them in their love and care for you?
R: I promise to pray for my parents every day.
The minister addresses the congregation.
People of God, do you promise to support and encourage these
youth and their parents in the keeping of these sacred promises?
We will, with God’s help.
Parents place their hands on their children for prayer.
Let us pray.
God of grace, you see your children growing up in an uncertain and
confusing world. We commend to your care these children, their
parents, and the homes where they live. Fill those homes with faith,
prayer, knowledge of you, and the peace, patience, and goodness
which come from your presence. Help these children to know your
life giving ways and guide them that they may grow in wisdom and
stature and in favor with you and others. Keep them and their
families in fellowship with you and with one another in the shelter
of your holy Church now and forever. Amen
Live in the peace, in the power and in the presence of the risen
Christ. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church,
the world, and all in need.
God of revelation, you have made yourself known through bread
and wine, water and word. Continue to nurture your church, that it
will always be a place where your presence is experienced and your
word is proclaimed. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good. Bring
new creation to lands devastated by tornadoes, hurricanes, floods,
fires, and other disasters, especially those places damaged by fire in
the west and northern Minnesota, by the water and wind of
Hurricane Ida, and by the earthquake in Haiti. Show us ways to be
passionate advocates for this world that you have made. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
Protecting God, you desire all people to live in peace and safety.
Provide for all who are in danger. Strengthen first responders and
public safety officers to help meet to the complex needs of others.
Provide care and compassion when they face trauma themselves.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Transforming God, you announce release to the captives and
freedom to the oppressed. Break chains of discrimination and
injustice. Amplify voices that go unheard and inspire us to advocate
for the those who are overlooked. Grant strength and comfort to
those suffering in mind, body and spirit, especially Lynn, Tom,
Lucia, Caden, Marie, Lee Cole, Gayla, Orrie, LaVerne, Myron,
Carlos, Joaquin, Bill, Gwen, Barb and Charles. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Forming God, you gather this community together. Shape our
communal life, that in our prayer, praise, and worship, we honor
you and encourage one another. Keep our disagreements civil and
our joy abundant. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage
of life. We give you thanks for the saints who now rest in your
embrace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

Offering/Offertory: Fairest Lord Jesus - arr. by Carol Tornquist
During this time please take a moment to greet one another with a wave and
smile. On the livestream, you may make a comment in the chat. Offering may
be placed in the plate in the narthex, or you may support the ongoing ministry
of Redeemer by making your offering electronically, online from our website
or through our Simply Giving program.

Offering Prayer
God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert
and manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first
given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the
world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus

Eucharist Prayer
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we
await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion
Pastor Lisa will speak the invitation to the bread and wine to the community
with the words, “body of Christ, given for you,” “blood of Christ, shed for
you.” As she says those words, you may consume the bread and wine,
respectively, from your communion kit. You may bless children who are not
yet receiving communion with these or similar words, “May God watch over
you and bless you always,” as you make a sign of the cross on their forehead.
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Communion Hymn: As the Grains of Wheat

ELW#465

Prayer after Communion
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs
of our faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world
with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love in
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Announcements

SENDING

Benediction
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a
suffering world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and
forever. Amen.
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Sending Hymn: Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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Dismissal
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Tornquist

-arr. by Carol

Portions of the service are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #25062. Scripture readings
from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. @2003,
ABC Music Co., All rights reserved. ONE LICENSE, License #A-73193.

Worship Support:
Accompanist: Jean Britsch
Singers: Kari Borlaug & Beth Coffey
Reader: Anne Borlaug
Ushers: Keith & Diane Marshall
Audio/Visual: Gary Borlaug, Rod Hanze, & David
Hotchkiss

1410 W Boston Ave
515-961-6148
www.redeemerindianola.org
Pastor Lisa Parker
pastorlisa@redeemerindianola.org
Jessica Hotchkiss, Office Administrator
office@redeemerindianola.org
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Monday-Friday
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