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The Nativity of our Lord 
Christmas Eve 2020, 5:30 p.m. 

 
Prelude: Traditional Christmas Carols 
       Angels from the Realms of Glory            – Henry T. Smart/ arr. Bryce Inman 
 
 

Processional Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful         ELW #283 
1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 Come and behold him, born the king of angels: 
 
Refrain 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord! 
 
2. The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 
 Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
 Son of the Father now in flesh appearing!   

Refrain 
 
3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
 Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
 Glory to God in the highest:   

Refrain 
 
4. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 
 Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:   

Refrain 
 

Greeting 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. And also with you. 
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Kyrie                                                                                                                  
Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair. 
Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin. 
Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. 
Renew us with you saving pow’r; create in us new hearts! 

 
Hymn of Praise: Sing-a-long Video from the Association of Lutheran Church 
Musicians 

1. All          Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, 
echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
2. Women  Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
which inspire your heav'nly song?   
Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
 

3. Men  Come to Bethlehem and see  
him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn king.   
Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
Prayer of the Day  

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant 
that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to 
the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Children’s Sermon: Becoming Us 
 
Special Music: O Holy Night                                                               Jessica Anderson                                 
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First Lesson                                                                           Isaiah 9:2-7 
2 The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness — 
on them light has shined. 

3You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 

4For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

6For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7His authority shall grow continually,  
and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 96 

 
1Sing to the LORD| a new song; 
   sing to the LORD, | all the earth. 
2Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD; 
   proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 
3Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 
   and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 
4For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised, 
   more to be feared | than all gods.  
5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 
   but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens. 
6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 
   power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. Refrain 
 
7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples, 
   ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 
8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name; 
   bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD. 
9Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness; 
   tremble before the LORD, | all the earth. 
10Tell it out among the nations: “The | LORD is king! 
   The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peo- | 
   ples with equity.” Refrain 
 
11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; 
   let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that | is therein. 
12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- | ing, O LORD, 
   for you come to | judge the earth. 
13You will judge the | world with righteousness 
   and the peoples | with your truth.  Refrain 
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Gospel Verse  
Go tell it on the mountain, 
Over the hills and ev’rywhere. 
Go, tell it on the mountain, 
That Jesus Christ is born. 
 

Gospel                                                                                                    Luke 2: 1-20 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered.  2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria.  3All went to their own towns to be registered.  4Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David.  5He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child.  7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn. 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night.  9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified.  10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 
see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  11to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  12This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."  13And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
  14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us."  16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger.  17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child;  18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  
19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  20The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                  Jesus for You 
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Hymn of the Day: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                     ELW #270 
1. Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 "Glory to the newborn king; 
 peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
 God and sinners reconciled." 
 Joyful, all you nations, rise; 
 join the triumph of the skies; 
 with angelic hosts proclaim, 
 "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 
Refrain 
 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 "Glory to the newborn king!" 
 
2. Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
 Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
 late in time behold him come, 
 offspring of a virgin's womb. 
 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
 Hail, incarnate deity! 
 Pleased as man with us to dwell, 
 Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain 
 
3. Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! 
 Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
 Light and life to all he brings, 
 ris'n with healing in his wings. 
 Mild he lays his glory by, 
 born that we no more may die, 
 born to raise each child of earth, 
 born to give us second birth.  Refrain 

 
Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
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begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven;  
by the power of the Holy Spirit  
he became incarnate from the 
virgin Mary, and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come.  

  

Prayers of Intercession  
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need. 
 
The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout the world proclaim 
this good news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite the voices of all your faithful people 
in songs of praise and rejoicing. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, fields, and those who 
tend them. Come near to us in the beauty of nighttime, the shining of the stars, and the 
hush of a world at rest. May our wonder at your creation inspire our care for all the earth. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this world. Hush the 
noise of war and violence in places of unrest. Inspire leaders of nations to seek lasting 
peace and sustainable care for all in their care especially the most vulnerable. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
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Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and reassurance to those 
facing struggles this night. Shelter travelers and those without homes. Console those who 
lie awake due to pain or anxiety. Heal those who are sick or hurting especially Lynn, Tom, 
Earlene, Lucia, Gayle, Caden, Marie, Lee Cole, Gayla, Irene, Orrie, Daniel, Gwen, Keith, 
LaVerne, Myron, Jeff, Jane, Steve, Merle, Don, and Jack. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 
Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents and expectant 
parents. Comfort those who long for children, especially those running out of hope or 
options. Surround families of every shape and size with your love and care. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you thanks for all the 
saints who have proclaimed your glory in word and deed. Let us join them this night in 
joyful praise around your eternal throne. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers 
to you, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

  

Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

Special Music: Mary Did You Know with What Child Is This? –arr. Mary McDonald                        
Kari & Julie Schnieders 
 

 

Offertory Prayer 
Good and loving God, 
we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, 
who came among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. 
As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. 
With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, 
we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be 
drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 
Holy, holy Lord most holy, 
God of pow’r and God of might 
Heav’n and earth reveal your glory. 
Hail, hosanna, Lord of light! 
Blessed be the coming savior. 
Hail, hosanna, Lord of Light! 

 
Eucharistic Prayer    

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
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With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

  
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion 
Pastor Lisa will first speak the invitation to the bread and the wine on behalf of those who will be 
receiving communion on their own. Following that, those of you who have more than one communicant 
present at home are invited to commune one another with the words, “Body of Christ, given for you. 
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Blood of Christ, shed for you.” You may bless children who are not yet receiving communion with these 
or similar words, “May God watch over you and bless you always,” as you make a sign of the cross on 
their forehead. 
 
Special Music: Still, Still, Still            – Traditional Austrian carol/ arr. Catherine 
McMichael                                                                                       Katherine Bendon 
 
Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 

 
Post-Communion Canticle: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice                         ELW#288 

Good Christian friends, rejoice 
With heart and soul and voice; 
Give ye heed to what we say: 
Jesus Christ is born today; 
Ox and ass before him bow, 
And he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today!  Christ is born today! 

 
Before we leave this place we remind ourselves, by lighting candles, that it is into our dark world 
that the light of Christ has come, and that his light, through us, continues. 
 
God’s love was revealed to us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we 
might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that God loved us and 
sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
 
For it is the same God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 
The lesson (John 1:1-4) is read as you turn down your lights at home and light your candles. 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people. 
 
On Christmas Eve, December 24, 1818, “Silent Night” was sung for the first time at a midnight 
Mass at St. Nicholas Church in Oberndorf, a small village in the Austrian Empire. The lyrics were 
written by a young Catholic priest, Father Joseph Mohr, and the music was composed by Francis 
Xavier Gruber, an organist and school master. Legend has it that the hymn was accompanied on 
guitar on that first occasion because mice had chewed holes in the pump organ bellows, so the organ 
wouldn’t play. 
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 Hymn: Silent Night, Holy Night                                                                       ELW #281 
1.   Silent night, holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 Round yon virgin mother and child 
 Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace, 
 sleep in heavenly peace 
 
2.   Silent night, holy night!  

Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born!  

 
3.   Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from your holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth.    

  

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, you have made this holy night shine with the brightness of the 
true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in true light of Jesus’ presence and in the 
day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit now and forever. Amen 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen. 

  

Recessional Hymn: Joy to the World                                ELW #267 
1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
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 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
3. No more let sin and sorrow grow 
 nor thorns infest the ground; 
 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
4. He rules the world with truth and grace 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
Dismissal  

Filled with the joy of Christ’s birth, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude: Joy to the World                                         - Lowell Mason/ arr. Jan Sanborn 
 
Portions of the service are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #25062. Scripture readings from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. @2003, ABC Music Co., All rights reserved. ONE LICENSE, License #A-73193. 

 
 
Worship Support: 

Accompanist: Julie Schnieders 
Violinist: Katherine Bendon 
Singers: Kari Borlaug, Julia Hagen & Arlen Schrum 
Special Music:   

 Jessica Anderson- vocal solo 
 Kari & Julie Schnieders – vocal duet 
 Katherine Bendon – violin solo 

Reader: Gayla Tighe 
Audio/Visual: Gary Borlaug, Rod Hanze, & David Hotchkiss 
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Poinsettias sponsored by 
 Lynette Anderson, in memory of Gene Anderson 
 Joe & Katherine Bendon, in memory of Dale Hagen 
 Dianne Chambers, in memory of Janine Jensen 
 Julia Hagen, in memory of Dale Hagen 
 Melissa & Greg Huyser, in memory of Melissa’s parents, Robert & Maxine 

Phipps 
 Chuck & Becky Kakac, in memory of their parents and Becky’s sister 
 Marilyn Lentz 
 Keith & Diane Marshall, in memory of our parents, Harlan & Delores 

Marshall; Gunnar & Joanne Pedersen 
 Ken & Kathy Mika, in memory of Richard & Kathryn Hanner; Delmer Mika, 

and Kathleen Van Alston 
 Don & Mary Mitchell, in memory of Scott Mitchell 
 Donna Moon, in memory of her parents 
 Jean Newman, in memory of her parents, aunts, and grandson 
 Lisa Parker and Rod Hanze, in memory of Diane Parker and Bill Bell, Steve 

Parker, Roger and Virginia Hanze 
 Wayne & Donita Petersen, in memory of their son Bill Petersen 
 Julie and Joe Schnieders, in memory of Roger Sorenson, John & Evelyn 

Schnieders, and Dr. Diane Sorenson 
 Gayla Tighe, in memory of her mother, Marcella Lines 
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